From the report it would appear that the income of the institution had been fairly maintained during the past year, notwithstanding the increasing competition of younger societies. The total income of the society for the year had amounted to ?4,549, and the expenditure to ?6,131. The patients relieved in 1896 numbered 9,723, bringing up the total relieved since the foundation of the charity in 1807 to 520,281. The ages of patients ranged from infants of a few weeks to adults over 95. The instruments supplied were in number 9,791.
On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Gr. T. Wilson, the report was adopted.
At the close of the ordinary business a special meeting was held, at which a resolution was passed empowering the committee to sell out ?2,500 of the funded property of the society for the purpose of repaying loans from the bankers and to meet the general requirements of the charity.
